
DEVELOPING READING SKILLS - Maria Christopoulou, M.Ed. – February 2013 

 

A. READING LESSON - STUDENT WORKSHEET 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 1) Work in groups of 5  2) Use a piece of paper per group 

 

1. Come up with ideas to complete the phrase “cat survives…”: ……………………………… 

        ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

    You are going to read three short stories, whose headings begin with this phrase. Can you  

        guess what they are about? ………………………………………………………………….    

 

2.  Now read the stories on page 2 quickly, just to check if your ideas were correct. 

     Try to work out the meaning of the words/phrases you do not understand. Re-read the  

         sentence, or ask the other students of your group for help. 

 

3.  Read again only one story (groups 1 & 2: text A, groups 3-4: text B, groups 5-6: text C).  

     On a piece of paper, write:  

         i) your text letter (A, B, etc.) and  

         ii) one comprehension question (true-false / multiple choice / gap filling / open). 

         Tip: try to think of a “tricky” question to make it difficult for others to answer. 

     

4.  Follow the “exchange rules” below to exchange papers with another group.  

     Answer the appropriate question, return the paper to the owner-group and check each other. 

         Exchange rules: Group 1  group 3                                 Group 4  group 6 

                                      Group 2  group 4                                 Group 5  group 1 

                                      Group 3  group 5                                 Group 6  group 2 

 

5. Write the scenario/idea for another unusual/original story with the heading “cat survives…” 

    for a class competition. All the groups read their scenarios aloud for the class to decide which 

    is the most interesting. 

 

   Scenario:  ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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(© Macmillan Publishers Ltd 2004, Downloaded from the TEFL skills section in www.onestopenglish.com) 

 

 

A     Cat survives journey across China 

Dr Chen, a doctor living in Beijing, decided one morning to give her cat away. Dr Chen thought 

that it was much better for the animal to live in the country. So she put Wei Wei in her car and 

drove more than 100 kilometres out of the city to her brother's house and left the cat with him. A 

month later she was shocked to hear that Wei Wei was no longer there! Then one night Dr Chen 

heard a noise at her bedroom window. Unable to sleep she got out of bed and was surprised to see 

a thin cat looking in. She chased the cat away and went back to bed. Then, just as she was about to 

fall asleep, something landed on her bed. "It gave me a real fright and then I realised it was the cat 

and the cat was Wei Wei!" Now Dr Chen says she will never give Wei Wei away again! 

 

B          Cat survives trip on roof of owner's car 

Mr Nobe left his house one morning and there, as usual, was his cat, Zulu, sitting on his car. Mr 

Nobe, a South African businessman, chased Zulu away and then got in his car and drove to work. 

Heavy traffic in the morning meant that Mr Nobe was unable to drive very fast so he was surprised 

to see a police car behind him with flashing lights. As Mr Nobe slowed down to pull over he was 

shocked to see something large and grey slide down the car's windscreen. "It gave me a real fright, 

and then I realised it was Zulu and he was terrified!" The policeman got out of his car and told the 

owner that he saw the cat and thought it was a toy being carried on the roof as a joke. Now Mr 

Nobe always checks Zulu is not near the car when he drives to work! 

 

C        Cat survives night frozen to the ground 

Mrs Spears, an office cleaner from Chicago, arrived at work one cold, winter morning. The 

temperature very low and it was beginning to snow. Hurrying to go inside and get warm she was 

surprised to see something large and still outside the office door. She looked closely and was 

shocked to discover it was a cat frozen to the ground. "It gave me a real fright!" Mrs Spears 

realised the cat was alive but unable to move so she wrapped him up in her coat. When the office 

workers came later they too put their coats around the cat. Eventually he started to move and open 

his eyes. They carried him inside the office, put him near a heater and gave him some warm milk 

to drink. Now he lives in the office and has a new name: "Lucky"! 

 

http://www.onestopenglish.com/
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SELF-EVALUATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Class: A1         Date: 6/2/2013        Name: ……………………………………… 

  

 Something new I learnt about cats today: …………………………………………………….. 

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 2 new words I learnt today: 1)……………………. 2)……………………… 

 

 

Now tick () how well you can do the following:  

 

 With difficulty Quite well Easily 

I work well with the others in the group    

I always consider what the others in the group say    

I put forward my own point of view    

I do the same amount of work as the others in the group    

I always finish my part of the work    

I use English to communicate with the others in the group    

I can read a text to get general information    

I can work out the meaning of unknown words    

I can make a comprehension question    

I can read a text to understand details      

I can write a scenario for an interesting and original story    

 

                                                                                                   

 

                                          

 

Thank you! 
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B. LESSON PLAN 
 

Number of Students (Ss): 30 

 

Level of Ss: Intermediate to upper-intermediate (1st year of Senior High School) 

 

Time (): 45 minutes (a teaching session) 

 

Skills Practised: Reading integrated with Speaking/Listening and Writing 

 

Aim: To enable Ss to develop effective reading skills and strategies in L2 

 

Objectives: 

Ss are expected to:    

1. Collaborate and interact in the target language, working in groups.  

2. Guess the text topic and brainstorm related vocabulary/ideas, building up background knowledge 

    (Task 1). 

3. Understand the gist of three short texts and work out the meaning of unknown vocabulary (Task 2).  

4. Work out a comprehension question (Task 3).  

5. Understand specific information of a short text (Task 4).  

6. Write the idea/scenario of an unusual/original story on the text topic for a class competition  

    (Task 5).  

 

Materials / Teaching Aids: 

 Worksheet made and provided by the teacher (a. authentic tasks & b. texts downloaded from the 

TEFL skills section in www.onestopenglish.com) 

 Ss’ notebooks 

 Blackboard 

 

Teacher Preparation & Instructions: (: 5΄) 

 Prepare and make copies of the worksheets 

 Have Ss sit in six groups of 5 students (differentiate appropriately in case of absent Ss) 

 Hand out the worksheets to Ss 

http://www.onestopenglish.com/
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TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  NNOOTTEESS  

PPRREE--RREEAADDIINNGG  SSTTAAGGEE  

 
 

 TTTaaassskkk   111:::  
 

:  3΄  
       
 Write “cat survives…” on the blackboard and have Ss brainstorm vocabulary related to the lesson 

topic. Groups exchange ideas. (You may write the words on the blackboard). [OPEN ANSWERS] 

 Explain that this is the heading of the three short texts Ss are about to read. Ask them to guess the 

topic of the texts, but do not reveal the correct answer yet.  

  

 
 

WWHHIILLEE--RREEAADDIINNGG  SSTTAAGGEE  
 

 

 TTTaaassskkk   222:::   
 

: 5΄  

 

 Instruct Ss to read the texts quickly – just to check if their guesses were correct.  

   [KEY: the headings of the texts] 

 Explain that Ss should work out the meaning of any unknown words with the help of the context or 

the other members of their group.  

 Circulate around groups monitoring Ss' progress, but provide help only if requested.  

 

 

 TTTaaassskkk   333:::   
 

: 8΄  

 

 Give each group a number from 1-6. 

 Instruct groups to re-read only one text (groups 1 & 2: text A, groups 3-4: text B, groups 5-6: text C) 

 Ask Ss to use the piece of paper and write: i) their text letter (A, B, etc.) and ii) one 

comprehension question (true-false / multiple choice / gap filling / open). [OPEN ANSWERS] 

 Suggest that Ss should try to find “tricky” questions that will make it difficult for others to answer 

correctly, but should also make sure there is clearly one correct answer. 

 Circulate around groups monitoring Ss' progress, but provide help only if requested.  
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 TTTaaassskkk   444:::   
 

: 10΄  

 

 Explain that groups should exchange, answer and check their comprehension questions, according 

to the rules (Group 1  group 3, Group 2  group 4, Group 3  group 5, Group 4  group 6, 

Group 5  group 1 & Group 6  group)                                  

 Circulate around groups monitoring Ss' progress, but provide help only if requested.   

 Write the group numbers 1-6 on the blackboard and tick every time a group is ready. 

 (If all groups work fast, and there is time, choose some to read aloud their questions/answers).  

                                                                    

 

  

PPOOSSTT--RREEAADDIINNGG  SSTTAAGGEE    

                                                                        

 TTTaaassskkk   555:::   
 

: 9΄  

 

 Ak groups to write the scenario (the idea) for another unusual/original story with the heading “cat 

survives…” for a class competition. [OPEN ANSWERS] 

 Circulate around groups monitoring Ss' progress, but provide help only if requested.                                                                      

  All groups read their scenarios aloud for the class to decide which is the most interesting. 

  

      

 SSSEEELLLFFF---EEEVVVAAALLLUUUAAATTTIIIOOONNN   QQQUUUEEESSSTTTIIIOOONNNNNNAAAIIIRRREEE 

 

: 5΄  

 Hand out the self-evaluation questionnaire copies. 

 Have Ss answer the questionnaire providing true answers about themselves. 

 Circulate around groups monitoring Ss' progress, but provide help only if requested.    

 (If there is not enough time, Ss can answer the questionnaire at home)        

 Collect the questionnaires from the Ss.                                                            

 

 


