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Think about us! 

Level Age Topic Grammar Vocabulary Skill 

B1 Young 

adults 

Preparing 

for a 

wedding 

General Weddings, 

general 

Reading 

 

Based on an article by Emma Tracey published on www.bbc.co.uk/ouch 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ouch/features/my_big_fat_accessible_wedding.shtml 

Some people say that your wedding 

day is the most important day of 

your life. Everybody wants to make 

their wedding day a very special 

day.  But it is very difficult to 

organise a big wedding and there 

are lots of things you must think 

about.  You must decide where to 

have the wedding.  Do you want to 

get married in a church or in a 

registry office? Do you want to 

have a big wedding reception with 

lots of guests, or do you want just 

a small party?  Maybe the most 

difficult thing to decide is what to 

wear.  
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If the bride and groom are both wheelchair users, it is even more difficult 

to organise everything, because you have to think about how easy it is for 

them to enter buildings and move about, and if there are toilets they can 

use. If some of the guests are deaf or blind, you also need to make sure that 

there are people who can help them.  All these people want to enjoy the 

wedding without any stress or problems, especially the bride and groom! 

When Tanni Grey married Ian 

Thompson they wanted their 

wedding day to be very special.  

Tanni and Ian both use a 

wheelchair, and they are both 

paralympic athletes.  Tanni has 11 

gold Paralympic medals and is one 

of the best paralympic athletes in 

history.  

All brides want to look beautiful on their wedding day, and Tanni wanted a 

long, white wedding dress. But it was very difficult to find a wedding dress 

that looked good in her wheelchair.  Lots of the dresses she liked were not 

suitable for someone who uses a wheelchair, because of the wheels.  Tanni 

was very disappointed.  One day on her way to work she saw a shop where 

they could make a wedding dress especially for you.  She explained to the 

lady exactly what she wanted. She wanted a long dress that did not get in 

the way of her wheels.  The lady made a perfect dress that looked very 

funny on the coat hanger, but fitted perfectly over the wheels of Tanni’s 

wheelchair.  She looked wonderful and was very happy! 
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The wheelchair was also very 

important on this special day, and 

Tanni wanted it to be perfect.  

Tanni says her wheelchair is part 

of her, and for her wedding day 

she wanted to buy a new one.  She 

chose a purple wheelchair because 

purple is her favourite colour.  

Tanni says the chair looked great 

and she used it a lot afterwards 

too! 

 
 

 

Glossary 

wedding = a marriage ceremony, and the meal or party that usually follows it 

registry office = a place where civil marriages (= that do not involve a 

religious ceremony) are performed 

guest = a person that you have invited to your house or to a particular event 

that you are paying for 

bride = a woman on her wedding day 

groom = a man on his wedding day 

wheelchair = a special chair with wheels, used by people who cannot walk 

because of illness, an accident, 

deaf = unable to hear anything or unable to hear very well 

blind = unable to see 

paralympic = an international athletics competition for people who are 

disabled 

athlete = a person who competes in sports 

disappointed = upset because something you hoped for has not happened or 

been as good, successful, etc. as you expected 

coat hanger = a curved piece of wood, plastic or wire, with a hook at the top, 

that you use to hang clothes up on 


